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March 16, 2018 
 
 
Dear Ratepayer Association Members, 
 
I am writing you to inform members of your association of our City’s efforts to 
halt plans to reroute freight trains through our community.  
 
In 2015, the municipalities of Toronto, Mississauga, Milton and Cambridge 
commissioned a report titled “The Feasibility Study and Business Case of 
Constructing the Missing (Freight Rail) Link.” The municipalities listed above are 
seeking to reroute freight traffic to establish a new east-west rail network to 
facilitate Metrolinx’s plan to separate freight train and passenger train service 
(Regional Express Rail) on the Milton and Kitchener GO lines.  
 
To date, there has been no consultation with other levels of government and 
neighbouring municipalities.  
 
More than 1.3 million people live and work within 2 kilometres of the existing rail 
line running parallel with highway 407. By the year 2041, that number is expected 
to reach over 2 million people. All three municipalities affected by the Missing 
Link proposal have passed resolutions in their respective council’s opposing the 
plan.  
 
I am deeply concerned with this plan and I personally pushed for a joint 
submission from Markham and York Region to inform the federal and provincial 
governments that we strongly oppose this plan, which will increase the amount of 
hazardous freight rail through York Region. 
 
I have included a report by York Region staff titled ‘Potential Increase of Freight 
Rail Traffic in York Region,’ which recommends advising Metrolinx of the City’s 
strong objections to this Missing Link Proposal, while requesting consultation with 
York Region, the Cities of Markham and Vaughan and the Town of Richmond Hill 
as part of their Freight By-Pass environmental assessment study.   

http://www2.markham.ca/markham/ccbs/indexfile/Agendas/2018/Development%20Services/pl180129/Missing%20Rail%20Link%20Update.pdf
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We are requesting that the province direct Metrolinx to undertake consultation 
with The Regional Municipality of York, the cities of Markham and Vaughan and 
the Town of Richmond Hill before proceeding with additional detailed studies 
relating to the proposed rerouting of freight rail.  
 
I encourage members of your association to email Metrolinx and/or your local 
member of federal and provincial parliament to voice concerns over this 
proposed rerouting of hazardous rail freight through our community. With your 
support, we can ensure that proper consultation is conducted and the voices of 
members of our community are heard.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank Scarpitti 
Mayor 
 


