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Friends, neighbours, countrymen, lend us your ears! With great pleas-
ure, GARA provides this update to the community. Through the tire-
less efforts of our volunteers, we have engaged politicians and city 
staff to move our shared vision of neighbourhood services and safety 
into reality. GARA lobbies for and drives projects in the Grandview 
area. Here are a few of the initiatives in which our community voice 
has been influential:  

Lobbying for Pedestrian Safety  
As a result of growing concerns about pedestrian safety 
particularly for school children, new traffic measures 
have been installed both on Grandview Ave and in front 
of Henderson Avenue Public School.  The city is also de-
veloping plans to totally re-engineer the intersection of 
Doncaster and Henderson Avenues.  Further informa-
tion of these projects is available on GARA’s website .  

Influencing Grandview Park Improvements 
Grandview Park im-
provements have begun. 
The first phase includes 
a storm water sewer 
upgrade designed to re-
duce flooding in our 
area. Completion is 
planned for December 2017.  In the 
interim, residents will still have re-
stricted use of the park.  

The second phase will bring the long 
awaited new facilities including a 
skateboard ‘spot’, washrooms with an 
adjacent shade area, an outdoor stage, 
a durable base for the ice rink, play 
equipment and a splash pad. These 
projects will follow the sewer work 
with completion planned for the sum-
mer of 2018.   

Opposing More CN Rail Traffic  
Strong support appears to be growing in Milton, Mississauga and cen-
tral Toronto for a proposal known as The Missing Link – rerouting 
freight trains from those areas to our local CN tracks. This plan would 
free up rail lines in order to offer all day two way GO Train service 
from Toronto to Milton. This has the potential to double the freight 
rail traffic in the Grandview area. We are working with ratepayer as-
sociations from the City of Markham and the City of Vaughan.   
Continued on Page 5 
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The Committee of Adjustment 

What Is It ? 

How Does It Affect our Neighbourhood? 

You’ve received a letter from the city or you spot-
ted a sign on a lawn saying there is to be a Commit-
tee of Adjustments hearing on a certain date.  What 
is this all about? How does it affect your property? 
Do you need to do anything? 

Markham, like all municipalities, has a set of by-
laws which describe what an owner may build on 
their property.  For example, how tall may it be; 
how far from the neighbours; how many square 
metres?  If an owner’s plans exceed these allow-
ances by a small amount they may apply to the 
Committee of Adjustments for permission to go 
ahead.  This committee is composed of seven mem-
bers appointed by City Council. 

GARA ’s representative, Tarun Dewan,  (tdewanp@gmail.com)  regularly attends meetings of 
the Committee of Adjustments and makes deputations at the committee hearings. GARA con-
tinues to insist that our zoning bylaws were designed to preserve the character of our 
neighborhood and should be followed unless there are particular reasons that require minor 
changes that still maintain the intent of the bylaw. 

What can/should you do ? 
If you have a neighbour who is planning to build and is applying to the Committee of Adjust-
ments for a Minor Variance (or you are building), plan to attend the committee hearing.  Often 
neighbours of surrounding properties will share their concerns informally and plan to attend 
the meeting together.  You may also contact GARA (garamail@yahoo.ca) to ask advice, pro-
vide your views or share concerns, if any. 

For further information, Go to www.markham.ca, click on the tab for Business & Develop-
ment,  click the link for Planning and Development Services and then click the link for Official 
Plan. During a recent meeting with GARA representatives, Markham staff have agreed to try 
to make their reports on variance applications available sooner to allow neighbours a better 
chance to participate. 

mailto:tdewanp@gmail.com
mailto:garamail@yahoo.ca
http://www.markham.ca
www.ypce.com
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Last summer, three local gardens,   144 Steeles Ave. E as well as 77 and 185 Grandview Ave proudly 
displayed plaques announcing that  they had been recognized as being among the top 100 gardens in 
Thornhill.  Just look at the photos, each garden was wonderfully unique and beautiful! 

These awards are given each year by the Thornhill Garden and Horticultural Society recognizing resi-
dents whose front gardens significantly contribute to the beauty of our area. All nominated gardens 
are visited by 2 - 3 committee members (usually from mid-June to mid-July).  Bernadette Burns, Presi-
dent of the Society,  talks about what a pleasure it is to meet the diverse group of homeowners who 
put so much work into bringing pleasure and beauty to their community.   

As this summer progresses, all of us may nominate a garden for this year’s awards, even our own!  

Send an email to thornhillhort@live.com with the address of the garden you think should be recog-

nized.  Yikes, I’d better  get out and get to work on our front yard!! 

Award Winning Gardens in our Neighbourhood 

Another Chance for Grandview Area Gardens to Shine 

GARA  has recently been invited to participate in a new initiative called Markham Gardens 150. Our 

residents association has engaged two representatives who will identify and nominate 10-20 houses 

each month in July, August and September in the Grandview area.  There will be a photo exhibit and 

awards ceremony in October.  

Top  Right:77 Grandview Ave  

Bottom Right:144 Steeles Ave. E 

185 Grandview Aveue 

mailto:thornhillhort@live.com
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A senior is encouraged to sign cheques, give up her bank card and even change her will by a 
younger relative or caregiver.  Frail elderly parents are pressured by their children to take 
over all the work of keeping the house and looking after their small children.  In the most 
extreme situation, an aged father is not fed properly or even given medical help ,leading to 
his death. 

Keeping Seniors Safe 

It is important that we all are aware that the abuse of seniors is a problem in all communities.  At 
least one in ten older people experience some form of abuse, physical, financial, psychological or gen-
eral neglect.  What can be done?  How can we help?   

The more of us who are aware of the problem and prepared to help the better the issue can be ad-
dressed and individual seniors protected.  A workshop hosted by Valerie Burke on May 18th, moder-
ated by Constable Bussie  Wood and social worker, Chantal Bennett had some suggestions. Be a sup-
port for a senior by providing a sympathetic ear.   Help them call the Senior Safety Officers at Commu-
nity Services – 1 866 876 5423 or even Crime Stoppers and offer to stay with the person while they 
make the call.  As Constable Wood put it, “We are your new best friends.”       

Goodbye/Hello 

This spring, students, teachers 

and parents have been saying 

goodbye to Alex Pancharovski 

who has been principal at Hen-

derson Avenue Public School for 

the past 3 years.  Soon it will be 

time to welcome the new princi-

pal, Ms Debbie Mida, who most 

recently was principal at Brown-

ridge Public School in Vaughan. 
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 Clockwise from the left:  Chair:  Ricardo Mashregi;  Secretary:  Loreena Pat-
tanaik;  Member-at-Large:  Mohammad Azar  Past Chair:  Marilyn Ginsburg;  
Treasurer: Majda Ambrozic;  Volunteer Coordinator:  Peter Bernotas;  
Webmaster/Editor: Corie Bonnaffon; Committee of Adjustments:  Tarun 
Dewan ;   Membership & Special Events: Rhonda Duma.  
Absent: Member-at-Large: Sandra Pyke. 

GARA Executive 2016– 2017 

Our coalition has met with Markham Councillor Burke, Deputy Mayor Heath, Vaughan 
Councillor Shefman, federal representatives MP Peter Kent and MP Mary Ng to discuss our 
opposition. We are also arranging to meet provincial representatives MPP Gila Martow and 
MPP Michael Chan to enlist their support. If you share our concerns, please join us in sign-
ing the petition by Googling, Public Transparency 4 Freight Trains. 

Winning Infrastructure Improvements 
Over the past three years, home insurance costs have increased all across Canada and spe-
cifically in Markham, by approximately 15 to 20 percent. The City has made significant 
flood control investments in high risk locations such as the Grandview area. These pro-
grams will improve storm drainage capacity and limit surface and basement flooding risks. 
The City is challenging the insurance industry to consider these improvements when set-
ting rates for residential policies. Homeowners in areas where improvements have been 
completed, or are underway, are also encouraged to share information about the City’s 
flood mitigation work with their own agents as part of their policy renewal discussions. 
For more information on Markham’s Flood Management Program please call 905-477-
5530 or email customerservice@markham.ca 

Ricardo Mashregi 
GARA Chair  

Continued from Page 1 

mailto:customerservice@markham.ca


Message From Our Councillor 
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Valerie Burke,  

Ward 1 Councillor, Thornhill 

vburke@markham.ca  
905-479-7747 

The arrival of birds, the harbingers of spring, is 

always welcome!  Birds consume billions of insects 

daily, pollinate plants and disperse seeds; they are 

critical to a healthy ecosystem.  They also provide great 

pleasure for children and families with backyard feed-

ers.  Sadly, migratory bird populations are declining 

because of outdoor cats, habitat loss, pesticide use, collisions with buildings and other reasons. 

During the day, birds often hit windows because they see the reflection of trees or sky as real 

and don’t understand that a window is an obstacle.   At night, migrating birds that use the moon and 

stars as navigational tools can be confused by our increasingly brightly lit urbanized areas they pass 

over and end up colliding with buildings.  The City of Markham has been working with the Fatal 

Light Awareness Program (FLAP – www.flap.org) to alleviate these problems and educate residents 

about ways they can help. 

The City adopted bird-friendly guidelines to retrofit existing buildings and ensure the design 

of new buildings is safer for the birds.  The guidelines provide numerous ways in which windows 

can be designed to appear as solid objects.  All new City buildings will incorporate bird-friendly, 

dark-sky design standards. 

“Feather friendly” residential window tape is available for residents who want to prevent 

birds from hitting the windows on their homes.  Outdoor lights should be dark-sky compliant and 

shielded from shining up into the sky so as not to contribute to light pollution.  Cats should be kept 

indoors or supervised when outdoors. 

I recently scheduled a preliminary meeting with staff from the Ministry of the Environment 

and Climate Change (MOECC) to advocate for mandatory province-wide bird friendly standards for 

new and existing buildings.  I’m looking forward to further discussion in the near future with the 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

mailto:vburke@markham.ca


www.ivanaspasic.com
www.torontofloristshop.ca
mailto:ufirstfinancial.chan@gmail.com
Carbonbarandgrill.com


 

Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA) 
Serving Thornhill residents in the area between Yonge St. and Bayview Ave., south of the CN tracks to Steeles Ave. 

Do you want to keep up with what’s going on in the neighbourhood?   

Need to know about resources and developments? 

Our website is updated regularly with everything you need to know. 

Go to our WEBSITE at www.thornhillgara.com for the latest news, events, photos  

 Available in  60+ languages—from Albanian to Zulu!!  Try out the on-line translator. 
 

Tell GARA your issues and your views by e-mail or the form below: garamail@yahoo.ca 
Ricardo Mashregi (Chair) – ricardo.mashregi@gmail.com or 416-577-9543 

 
 

Join GARA or renew your membership and be a part of the important work it does.  
 

NOW you can renew or join on line.   
Click the Join Us  link at www.thornhillgara.com 

 
 If you prefer please use this form  

GRANDVIEW AREA RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

YES!  I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT MY NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION SO THAT IT CAN  

CONTINUE TO PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE  EXPERIENCE OF RESIDENTS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.. 

 

Please check off the applicable box:    NEW MEMBERSHIP                     RENEWAL       

Date:___________________ 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ Telephone: ______________________ 

E-mail: _____________________________________ (our best method of reaching you and keeping you up-to-date 
with local issues and events.  E-mail addresses will not be used for any other purposes or shared outside of GARA) 

Please share your issues and views on how we can best pursue our mission while fulfilling our roles and responsibili-
ties in the space below: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

GARA always needs your help in our community.  Please indicate where you can contribute: 

 Delivering Newsletters         Organizing Social Events 

 Lobbying Markham Council        Park and Woods Maintenance 

 Various Committee Work (Traffic, Flood, etc.)  Ice Rink Maintenance 

Membership is $10.00 per household per year.  Payment by cash or cheque is welcome. 
Please make cheques payable to Grandview Area Residents Association and deliver or mail this application, 
along with your payment, to: Majda Ambrozic 12 Almond Avenue Thornhill, Ontario L3T 1L1 

    

    

    

http://www.thornhillgara.com
mailto:garamail@yahoo.ca
mailto:ricardomashregi@gmail.com
http://www.thornhillgara.com/subscribe.html
http://www.thornhillgara.com/



